Congenital malformations among newborns and developmental abnormalities among human embryos in Belarus after Chernobyl accident.
Evaluation of the effects of radioactive contamination on human populations is important for an understanding of the present and future risk for human health, including the genetic risk. This review centers on the results of population monitoring of developmental anomalies among human embryos and congenital malformations among newborn in the Republic of Belarus before and after Chemobyl accident. The data revealed that the incidences of developmental anomalies and congenital malformation from the mostly radionuclide-contaminated rural regions of Belarus reliably exceed the indices in control areas.